EGE UNIVERSITY OBSERVATORY

HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT

Ege University was founded as a public university in 1955 with the Faculties of Medicine and Agriculture in IZMIR, the third largest city in Turkey and one of its principal industrial, commercial, cultural and touristic centers. The city is situated in the Aegean Region by the seacoast and hence is a very accessible city with excellent road and rail links and an airport to national and international destinations. 
In 1962 the Science Faculty started to education. At the beginning of 1963 Abdullah Kızılırmak, from Ankara University, was appointed to the faculty to establish the department of Astronomy. The construction of the main building of the Ege University Observatory (EUO) was started at the end of 1963 and completed in 1965. 

The first instruments of the observatory were 15 cm Unitron telescope, the  Foucault pendulum and an Iris photometer. Up to dated instrumentation of the Ege University Observatory: 
a) Telescopes

·  a 13 cm spectrograph (1967)

·  a 48 cm Cassegrain telescope (1968)

·  a 30 cm Meade telescope (1999) 

·  a 35 cm Meade telescope (2004)

·  a 40 cm Meade telescope (2004)
b) Recivers-photometers

- High-speed three-channel photometer (48 cm)

-  2 CCD cameras (35 and 40 cm telescopes)

-  2 SSP-5 photometers (30 cm telescope) 
Now, 17 researchers with Ph.D. and 7 assistances form the staff of both the institute and the observatory. About 30 researchers completed their PhD thesis using the facilities of the observatory. 350 undergraduate students and 20 graduate students are still continuing their education. The number of the papers published in the most-cited journals and the citation counts to these papers reached to 18 and 64 per year, respectively.

Furthermore the observatory performs an intensive educational program both for schools and public, including short courses and one-week multi-faceted international public outreach program. The observatory is open to the public and schools on Friday evenings. EUO produces special programs for hundreds of elementary and secondary teachers and students. A popular night-time Public Program includes a presentation, observing through a 30 cm telescope with assistance from a telescope operator, and a sack dinner. Visitors can get fine views of the moon, the planets and some of the best-loved features of the sky. One-week Educational programs are designed to inspire and motivate students and are suitable for years 8–18, vacation care, tertiary and adult education students. Programs are also available for groups who have special needs and access requirements. All educational programs are conducted by highly trained astronomy educators. Participants are divided into groups of 15 students and are accompanied by the astronomy educators at all times. Students are encouraged to ask questions throughout the courses. We provide a unique opportunity for teachers and students to learn about astronomy and space exploration for 12 years. The courses include:Exploring the heavens, astronomical concepts, stargazing skills — choosing and using a small    telescope, variable stars, stellar evolution, universe and cosmology About 800 paricipants completed these courses. 

Light pollution is an increasing problem for observatories everywhere. One of the reasons Kurudag was selected as the site for the observatory was its dark skies that would allow observation of the faintest stars without the interference of city lights. Since 1990s, rapid urbanization of IZMIR has resulted in a significant increase in the amount of sky glow. If such light pollution continues to increase, it will seriously reduce the effectiveness of the Ege University Observatory for many types of research. We are in contact both with the Mayor and Governer of the City to diminish the effects of local light pollution.   
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